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the narrow standpoint of the fulfillment of Russia's "historic mission/' He was suspicious of Bulgaria 9 and Greece, both of which had their own "historic" claims on Constantinople, and he was determined to block any military move that might jeopardize the consummation of the Russian plan. At the end of January, 1915, he agreed to the occupation of Gallipoli by the Greeks proposed by Grey, on condition, however, that England and France would guarantee the non-interference by Greece with "Russian policies and Russian interests in Constantinople and the Straits." Grey and Delcasse hastened to give the required assurance; but on March 17 N.S., after the difficulties of a naval assault on the Straits had become apparent, Venizelos made a new proposal: the use of Greek troops in forcing the Dardanelles. Churchill and the British admiralty welcomed the offer, but Sazonov declared that "under no condition" would Russia tolerate "the participation of Greek troops in the entry of allied armies in Constantinople" (March 2, N.S.). Grey's argument that the use of the Greek army and navy would greatly shorten the operation against Constantinople and that the fact of military occupation had no bearing on the final disposition of the conquered territories (a principle applied, according to Grey, to the German possessions in the Pacific) left Sazonov unmoved. He reiterated that the acceptance of Venizelos's offer "would lead to endless complications and have the most serious consequences" and that the tsar w<ould never agree to the participation of Greek land and naval forces in any operation in the region of the Straits (March 6, N.S.). King Constantine having disavowed the offer of March 1, Venizelos was forced to resign (March 6, N.S.). Negotiations with his successor led nowhere, and Greece had no part in the Dardanelles expedition. In view of the internal situation in Greece it is a moot question whether Venizelos would have succeeded in carrying out his plan even if Sazonov had not interposed a veto; it is also debatable whether Greek participation would have materially altered the course and outcome of the Dardanelles expedition. Churchill was among those who felt that Sazonov's obstinacy had compromised one of the most promising operations of the war. The subsequent untoward events in Greece—the allied landing in Salonika (October, 1915), the formation in that area of a rump
"* Sazonov in Kis memoirs gives credence to the fantastic tale that King Ferdinand of Bu%anb liad purchased from a theatrical company the regalia and robes of a taperoi and kept them on hand at his residence.

